
Willard L. White
September 17, 1936 - May 17, 2025

Willard White passed away on Saturday, May 17, 2025 at 2:25 a.m. at
Trustbridge Hospice in Jupiter, 

 Florida with his daughter holding his hand. Willard White, is survived by his
beloved daughter Stacey 

 and son-in-law Brooks Easterling of Jupiter, Florida, a brother Fred (Sandra)
of Elizabethtown, KY, two 

 nephews, Jody White (Jolene) of Owensboro, KY and Anderson White
(Andrea) of Fishers, Indiana, and 

 niece, Shellee Godfrey (Dr. Chris) of Elizabethtown, Ky. He is also survived by
nephews Joshua, Jeremy 

 (Claire), Jordan (Mary Katherine) White , and nieces Hannah Lee (JB) and
Micaela Godfrey. He was 

 predeceased by his cherished wife, Peggy. Also by his brother Raymond and
sister-in-law, Mary Ellen of 

 Louisville, KY, and his parents Luke and Martha White of Williamsburg, KY. 
 After graduating from Cumberland Junior College and Union College, he was

as the first science teacher 
 at Seminole Junior High School in Mt Clemens, Michigan. After 4 years he

accepted a position with the 
 Birmingham, MI schools (Derby, West Maple and Covington Junior High

Schools) where he served as a 
 science teacher, teacher of gifted students and as Team Chairman of grades 6



through 9, an 
 administrative position and he implemented the first junior high school gifted

program in the school 
 district. After earning an M.A. degree in Education Leadership at Eastern

Michigan University, White 
 took a two-year mid-career sabbatical to earn a Ph.D. in Educational

Psychology with a concentration in 
 Gifted Education at the University of Connecticut. Part of his doctoral program

was an internship at the 
 Connecticut Department of Education in Hartford. While pursuing his

doctorate, he arranged a reunion 
 of the Speyer School Alumni who attended America’s first gifted program in

New York City, 1935-1940 
 and a second reunion of the Quiz Kids, of radio and early television. The

reunions were special features 
 of Confratute, a summer program at the University of Connecticut for

educators of gifted students. 
 White served as an Adjunct Instructor at Michigan State University and as

Executive Secretary for the 
 Michigan Alliance of Gifted Education Annual Conference. In 1993 White

accepted the position of 
 Program Planner for Gifted Education with the Palm Beach County Schools,

the eleventh largest school 
 district in the U. S. at the time. During his tenure in Palm Beach County he

was successful in gaining 
 school board support for the evaluation of the gifted education program, for

the first time, by an out-of- 
 state team of experts. He introduced the addition of part-time resource model

gifted programs in 
 elementary schools; and expanded the state sponsored Gifted Endorsement

Program. He was invited by 



officials at the Florida Department of Education to serve on several
committees and to conduct 

 workshops in several Florida school districts. He was an Instructor at Florida
Atlantic University for many 

 years and he served as President of the Florida Association for Gifted 2003 –
2005. In addition he is the 

 author of America’s First Gifted Program: Hollingworth and the Speyer School
Experiment. Willard White 

 enjoyed teaching and excelled as a teacher trainer. He made presentations at
state and national 

 conferences, had several articles published, and his research has shown the
long established practice of 

 grouping students by chronological age does not benefit advanced learners,
the most under-served 

 students in education today. 
 Will was an active member of Jupiter First Church, loved vacations to Las

Vegas or cruising in the 
 Caribbean with family. He loved helping people, March Madness basketball,

Big Band Music, eating out 
 at local restaurants and was a great story teller. 

 

Those who wish to honor Dr. White’s life and in lieu of flowers may contribute
to The Jupiter First 

 Church Prayer Shawl Ministry or The Jupiter First Pre-School. The Memorial
service for Willard White 

 will be held on Saturday, May 31, 2025 at 11:00 a.m. at Jupiter First Church.
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Anderson Ray White - May 29, 2025 at 08:39 AM

Uncle Willard was absolutely one of the kindest, most gentle men
I've ever known. In that way, he was much like my father (his
brother), the greatest man I've ever known. Despite the monumental
list of Willard's accomplishments in life, every time I saw him or
spoke to him, he was totally focused on talking about other people,
what they'd done and what great accomplishments they'd made.
This was always true when we talked about my four chlidren. He
had such a great laugh, and it was infectious. I loved to hear him
talk about growing up in Williamsburg, Kentucky and all of the crazy
things he and his friends did to pass the time. He will be sorely
missed, and the world is a little less joyous for his absence.

Stephen Alfieri - May 23, 2025 at 12:02 PM

Will and Peggy White were longtime neighbors of my parents in
Jupiter, FL. Lovely people. Will always had a story to share. Both
my parents are gone now. Will, Stacey, and Brooks continued to be
good neighbors and good people to me as I worked on prepping my
parents’ house for sale last year. I would always call or text any one
of them if I had a question about something house or neighborhood
related. As he did after my mom lost my dad, Will would call or
knock on my door periodically to check on me after my mom
passed. While Willard will be missed, I like the thought of him being
reunited with Peggy and my parents in Heaven. May his soul have a
peaceful and swift journey home. 

 Stephen Alfieri
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Carol Brichford - June 04, 2025 at 10:58 AM

Will, Peggy and Stacey were wonderful neighbors of ours in Redford,
MI. Our daughters were close in age and good friends. We enjoyed
attending Stacey's dance recitals, and she became a member of the
unicycle club that our son began 50 years ago. Will wrote several
letters recently with his memories of "life on Lyndon Street." They were
evidence of his love for his family, his amazing memory and keen
sense of humor. 
Carol Brichford


