
Kenneth Prilay Stetson
April 13, 1945 - July 7, 2025

A Maine native, Kenneth Prilay Stetson, Jr., age 80, passed away on July 8,
2025. 

He was born on April 13, 1945, in the midst of a nor’easter in Bangor, Maine,
to Pearl (Thompson) Stetson and Kenneth Stetson, Sr. A natural leader from a
young age, Kenneth began a lifetime of accomplishments, earning the rank of
Eagle Scout and Order of the Arrow with Boy Scouts of America. At his high
school, Lee Academy, competing in varsity cross country, he advanced the
team to the state meet in 1963. His senior class voted him in as class
president. He graduated from the University of Maine in 1966, where he was a
member of Phi Gamma Delta fraternity and served as Student Body Vice
President. 

 

Upon graduating, Kenneth enlisted in the United States Navy. He served in
Vietnam from 1967 to 1975 and continued his military career for a total of 30
years. He was a distinguished serviceman, a decorated war hero, and “the
Old Man” to many a service member aboard several United States Navy
Ships. Kenneth was fluent in seven languages and proudly represented his
country with honor and dedication. After retiring from the Navy, Kenneth
transitioned into civilian service as the Assistant Director of Security at The
Gardens Mall in Palm Beach Gardens, Florida. 



An avid outdoorsman, Kenneth had a deep love for hunting, fishing,
snowshoeing, gardening, and spending time in nature. He was fond of all
animals, but especially those that resided on his property, the fat cat Klaus,
Hilary, the Persian, the tortoise under the Volvo, and the burrowing owls that
would show up on the car when he had to go to work. He’d shake his head
and say, “All are welcome”. 

Known for his strength, integrity, and tinkering, he was truly a "man’s man." He
was also deeply engaged in his community, serving as a past president of the
North Palm Beach chapter of Kiwanis. 

As the 13th generation, great grandson of Robert Stetson of Plymouth, MA,
(1640), he was a lifetime, delineated, member of the Stetson Kindred of
America. The Stetson men married into the Brewster family making Ken also
the 13th great grandson, of the esteemed and notable William Brewster. Elder
William Brewster was responsible for bringing the pilgrims from England on
the Mayflower to form a religious settlement in the new colonies, called
Plymouth, Massachusetts in 1620, and then became advisor to the first
Massachusetts governors. 

 

Kenneth shared 50 extraordinary years of marriage with his beloved wife,
MaryAnn Morgan Stetson. They raised four outstanding, world-traveled
children: the late Melissa Stetson Doyle; James Stetson of Bloomington,
Illinois; Rebecca Stetson-Gray of Superior, Colorado; and Kenneth Stetson, III
of Longmont, Colorado. A proud grandfather to seven grandchildren, they
were the joy of his later years: Laura Larkins of Martin, Tennessee; Victoria
Kepler-Salge of Spring Hill, Tennessee; Carrigan Doyle of Port St. Lucie,
Florida; Aidan Doyle of Jupiter, Florida; Axel Gray of Superior, Colorado;
Jimmy Joe Stetson of Bloomington, Illinois; and Logan Stetson of Longmont,
Colorado. 



Kenneth lived by a simple but powerful philosophy: to love God and treat
every person with equal dignity, believing that no one stands higher or lower
than another. 

 

He will be remembered for his service, his unwavering values, and the love he
had for his family and community. 

 

Funeral services will be held to honor Ken on Friday, July 18th from 12:00pm -
2:00pm, at Taylor and Modeen Funeral Home (250 Center Street Jupiter, FL).
The Prayer Service will be held at 1:00pm followed by the Honors Ceremony
at 1:45pm. 

Services will conclude with a reception at the American Legion, Rood Williams
Post 271 

 (775 US Route 1, Tequesta, FL 33469). 561-746-9070 
 Enter by front door adjacent to parking lot directly into the (Banquet Room).



Previous Events

Funeral Service

JUL 18. 12:00 PM - 2:00 PM (ET)

Taylor & Modeen Funeral Home
250 Center Street
Jupiter, FL 33458
(561) 744-2030
https://www.taylorandmodeenflorida.com

Prayer Service

JUL 18. 1:00 PM (ET)

Taylor & Modeen Funeral Home
250 Center Street
Jupiter, FL 33458
(561) 744-2030
https://www.taylorandmodeenflorida.com

Military Honors

JUL 18. 1:45 PM (ET)

Taylor & Modeen Funeral Home
250 Center Street
Jupiter, FL 33458
(561) 744-2030
https://www.taylorandmodeenflorida.com

https://www.taylorandmodeenflorida.com/
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Philip Gelina - July 18, 2025 at 10:45 AM

My deepest sympathies to MaryAnn and his entire family. 
I worked with Ken for many years doing security operations of The
Gardens Mall. After pursuing another career, I would still visit hoping
to run into him (no more green jacket though). Sometimes I'd get
lucky and we would shoot the breeze about other coworkers like
Mike Means, Dave Gregg, Bobby Moss, John Zane, Byron Garcia
and the list goes on. He always had a smile on his face. I will miss
you my friend!

Jim McCarten - July 17, 2025 at 09:50 AM

My deepest sympathies to MaryAnn and family. 
 Ken was a 30+ year colleague who was integral to the security

operations of The Gardens Mall. After retirement, I always looked
for him on my mall visits. I will miss our chats, remembering the old
days, and catching up on the mall news. He will be missed. 

 - Jim McCarten

Silvana K. Navarro - July 12, 2025 at 12:24 AM

Silvana K. Navarro lit a candle in memory of
Kenneth Prilay Stetson


