
Joan B Austin
November 30, 1931 - November 19, 2022

Joan was born on November 30, 1931 in Bridgeport, CT, to loving parents,
Dorothy and Arthur Bickel. She and her dear sister Marilyn were their pride
and joy, growing up close and remaining so in to their elder years. 

Joan Dorothy Bickel met the love of her life, John Austin while he was
attending Yale Engineering School in New Haven, CT. They were married
October 14, 1950 at Christ Episcopal Church in West Haven, CT. From that
day on, they enjoyed a truly blessed life for 65 years. Together they raised
four children, were devoted and active members of their communities and
church in each and every beautiful town they lived. Joan called home to Valley
Forge, PA, Berwyn, PA, Paoli, PA, North East, MD, and lovely Jupiter, FL,
residing at Mangrove Bay these past 10 years. 

Joan and her husband John were devoted members of The Good Samaritan
Episcopal Church of Paoli, PA, St. Mary Anne’s Episcopal Church of North
East, MD, and most recently St. Mark’s Church in Palm Beach Gardens,
Florida. Together they shared and were inspired daily by their love of god,
serving on committees and helping those in need. Joan continued her spiritual
journey at Mangrove Bay by helping to form a bible study group that enriched
the lives of many. 

Many will remember Joan as a talented and prolific artist. She was passionate



about art history and genealogy, taking classes when she could at the
Crutzburg Center in Rosemont, PA and later studying with many teachers and
artist friends from 1970-2000. She became a member of The Historical
Society of Early American Decoration (HSEAD) serving as Education
Chairwoman of the woman’s Penn Chapter HSEAD in Rosemont. She loved
painting, maritime art, tray painting, reverse painting on glass, clock dials and
portraiture. She always delighted in her gold leaf and freehand bronze work.
Joan had her own art studio for years always gathering joyfully with friends
and fellow artists. These talented and lovely people became her dearest
friends for life. Later in Jupiter, Joan became an active member of its PEO
chapter, enjoying the meaningful philanthropy and interesting programs, along
with her new friends and sisters here. 

Joan loved to travel, loved her friends and her beloved family. For forty fun
filled years, Joan and John enjoyed their sweet cottage on Hances Point, full
of family gatherings, sailing, relaxing, playing and throwing annual delicious
crab feasts on the Chesapeake. Joan had a big heart and a generous spirit.
Her greatest joy each and every day came from the love and endless pride
she had for her family; her children and their spouses, her sister, nieces,
grandchildren and great grandchildren. 

Through all of us, we shall carry on her joie de vivre! (We will miss
you...though our hearts are comforted knowing you are holding Dad’s hand
once again.) 

Joan is survived by her loving family… Her sister Marilyn Mix and her two
daughters, Lisa Johnstone and Mandy Bitteto. Dear brother-in-law Larry
Austin and family. Her children, Nancy and Chris MacCarthy, Tom and
Michelle Austin, Patricia Austin, Katherine and Mike Wooley. 

Her grandchildren, Lauren, Kelly, Evan, Caitlin, Ryan, Shawn, Justin, Amy,



Brian, Jeffrey, Matthew, and Rob. Her great-grandchildren, Adele, Lakey,
Roxy, Rowan, Henry, Finn, Grayson, Inara, Orion, Ruby, Talyn, Ryker, Osyn,
Robbie, Patty, and Everly. 

Our entire family is truly grateful for the caring staff, loving caregivers and dear
friends Joan shared and who uplifted her every day at Mangrove Bay,
especially Nickie Miller, ....you made her “extra innings” good ones! 

A memorial service and celebration of Joan’s life will be announced after the
Thanksgiving holiday. 
In lieu of flowers, please give to the charity of your choice (or a charity most
meaningful to you).
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Alexandra Perrot - November 29, 2022 at 09:08 AM

Joan and I met in art class when I started taking lessons with a
teacher from the Historical Society of Early American Decoration
back in 1979. 
Being a young kid at the time, Joan took me under her wing and
exposed me to the joy of reproducing art from the 18 th and 19 th
centuries. Joan encouraged me to travel with her to England and
Wales in 1989 to visit museums and see original paintings of the art
we studied. 
What an exciting time for me. 
We attended many art classes together and when HSEAD had their
semi annual conference I was her buddy. 
My Husband and I visited Joan and John at their Summer home in
Northeast MD where we had own sailboat. What a delightful time
we had. ! 
Later when they moved to Jupiter FL, Joan encouraged us to visit
them on our trip 
South. 
Over the years I kept in touch with Joan and our friendship
continued. 
She will be sorely missed. 
May she rest in peace. 
 
Alexandra Perrot.



Kate Blomquist - November 23, 2022 at 09:07 AM

I was lucky enough to grow up a couple doors down from Auntie
Joan and Uncle John. They became the grandparents I didn't have.
It's only as an adult that I realize how kind and generous that was.
They had a large wonderful family and certainly didn't need to
include the little girl down the street. I think of them often, and
treasure both the memories and Auntie Joan's artwork.

KW
Katherine Wooley - November 23, 2022 at 06:43 PM

Thank you Kate for this beautiful sharing. They loved you, your family
and the bay. big hugs.

GS

Gene and Annie Steger - November 28, 2022 at 09:04 AM

Joan and John were our next door neighbors and very dear friends for
years. Annie and I have a number of her art pieces in our home. When
they decided to move to Florida we had the opportunity to purchase
their home which we moved intro for three years while we tore down
and rebuilt 105 Riverside Dr. Joan and John's favorite time was the
annual picnic and holiday parties.I am sure they are together eternally.


