Delph Albert Gustitus

March 28, 1940 - January 11, 2020

Born in Love’s Park, IL, on March 28, 1940, Delph graduated from Harlem
High School and Tulane University on a golf scholarship, with a degree in
mathematics. In 1962 he married Kathleen Ryan, of New Orleans, who is the
mother of his three children. They divorced in 1975 and shortly thereafter he
relocated to the Chicago area and married Dorene Pontikes in 1984. They
lived in Palatine, IL, Roscoe, NY, Jupiter and Palm Beach Gardens, FL.

Delph led a successful career in sales as an agent and manager for American
Family Insurance. His greatest enjoyment was on the golf course — any golf
course. He played golf into his 70s. He and Dorene enjoyed taking continuing
education courses at a local university, traveling, and cheering on their
Chicago Cubbies.

Delph loved being a grandfather to each of his fourteen grandchildren,
collectively known at “Poppy’s Peeps” and they loved him dearly. Known for
his check-in texts with heart emojis and playful dinnertime teasing, Grandpa
Delph always kept up with every milestone.

Grandpa Delph, you spoiled us immensely and we are forever grateful for
your support and love. We'll miss our annual traditions and talks on the
phone. Hope you’re eating plenty of mashed potatoes up there. We love you

Poppy!



The family Delph has left behind includes his two sons, Delph Jr and David;
his daughter, Kristine; his daughters-in-law, Therese and Marjorie; his loving
wife, Dorene; Dorene’s children Nick (Gwen), Vicki (George), Melissa (Mike);
his sister, Sally (Jeff), and his 14 grandchildren Mikaela, Isabella, Gabriella,
Madison, Katherine, Natalie, Eleanor, Kenny, Cassidy, Connor, Jillian, Jake,
Alexa, and Kellen.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in Delph’s memory to to the Jupiter
Medical Center. A “Birthday” celebration for Delph will take place on March 28,
2020 in the Chicago area; details to follow.



Tribute Wall

Delph was my first insurance man in Palatine IL., back in the late
70's until he left the area, I'm guessing around 1990.

It's been over 30 years, but | was just thinking of him, googled and
sadly found this notice, but I'm happy to see he had a long
retirement. Of course in my mind, | picture a 50 year old physically
fit, nicely dressed Delph wearing that fancy American Family ring.
He was a classy guy, and | haven't had another insurance man or
woman that even comes close yet!

I'm very sorry for his family's immense loss.

R.I.P. Delph.

Joe Myslo - March 25, 2024 at 02:31 AM

Delph Albert Gustitus

October 22, 2023 at 10:17 AM
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Jim Perry - January 24, 2020 at 01:24 PM

Oh Delph, we shared so much—our birthdays, 20 years of golf
together, lots of laughs and good times. You sure will be missed!
Rest In Peace my friend!!Richard—and Ellen too.

Richard Yorks - January 14, 2020 at 09:08 PM



