Charles Davis Henderson
November 23, 1935 - December 9, 2024

Charles Davis Henderson, 89, passed away peacefully, lovingly encircled by
his devoted wife, daughter and granddaughter on Monday, December 9th, in
Palm Beach Gardens, FL.

Charles was born in 1935 to parents Hubert and Mary Helen Henderson in
Franklin, IN. He was the youngest of their three children and their only son. In
1940, the family relocated to Florida, settling in Miami Shores. Charlie
attended Miami Shores Elementary School, William Jennings Bryan Junior
High, Horace Mann Junior High and graduated from Miami Edison Senior
High School. After graduation, Charlie went on to attend the University of
Florida where he earned a Bachelor of Mechanical Engineering with Honors.
During his time at UF, Charlie was also active in the Army Reserves,
completing his six-year commitment, in 1964.

After graduating from University of Florida, Charlie returned to Miami Shores
accepting a position with FPL, where he devoted his entire 35-year career. As
Charlie’s career advanced, his efforts focused on lessening the environmental
impact of the power plants as the Manager and Staff Engineer in the
Environmental Affairs Department.

Not long after returning to Miami Shores, in 1960 Charlie met Gayle Peters at
the Miami Shores Presbyterian Church. On February 4, 1961, they were



married in their hometown of Miami Shores. Their 17-year marriage happily
brought them their two boys, Scott Davis and Kenneth Vaught Henderson. In
1978 the two divorced and in 1982, Charlie relocated with FPL to Palm Beach
Gardens, FL. Palm Beach Gardens remained home to Charlie for the
remainder of his life.

In 1988, a new chapter began in his life when he met Ximena Becerra.
Ximena opened up the world for Charlie with family visits and traveling
through the states, Europe and to Colombia to meet extended family. Charlie
was embraced by Ximena’s family and he, in turn, enjoyed each of their
successes and milestones including marriages, graduations and the birth of
grandchildren. For Charlie, Ximena embodied their song “You Decorated My
Life.”

Charlie’s hard work allowed him to achieve success in his career with FPL and
after retiring, he and Ximena were able to spend more time together. They
continued to share their love of good food, trying new restaurants as well as
their favorite spots. Retirement also afforded him the time to continue to enjoy
his lifelong love for fishing. Charlie very much looked forward to his yearly
fishing trips to Chokoloskee Bay with his boys and his friends. Chokoloskee
Bay held special meaning for Charlie because it was where he created many
priceless memories with both of his boys, Scott and Kenny.

In addition to being a lifelong fisherman, Charlie played basketball in middle
school and high school and he was a die-hard sports aficionado! He was a
huge fan of the Miami Heat and the Florida Gators and supported his Miami
football and baseball teams, the Miami Dolphins and the Florida Marlins. Their
mutual love of sports allowed Charlie to stay connected to his sons, long-
distance, when they couldn’t watch together. He made it a point to get in touch
so they could ‘re-hash’ the latest game.



Another passion Charlie shared with his sons was their love for growing
orchids- another way to stay connected even when they were not close by.
Connection to his family was a priority for Charlie and he spoke with his much-
loved sister, Ki, every day and visited her in Minnesota several times. They
enjoyed one special visit in particular, embarking on a ‘familial historical tour’
together where they journeyed through their family heritage, visiting
cemeteries and homes of relatives.

Love of family was a thread woven throughout Charlie’s life- he was a
generous, caring, giving soul who was a Guardian Angel to those he loved in
life and he will continue to watch over us all from Heaven.

We will always remember Charlie with a warm smile and he will always be ‘our
angel.’

Charlie was pre-deceased by his parents, Hubert and Mary Hellen
Henderson; his sisters, Elizabeth “Libby” Walker and Carolyn “Ki” Freese; his
son, Scott Davis; his daughter-in-law, Christine Sarmiento; his niece, Ellen
Wollan and his nephews, Andrew Freese and John Freese.

He is survived by his loving wife of 35 years, Ximena; his son, Kenneth; his
stepdaughter, Claudia Sarmiento (Albert Rodriguez); his step-sons, Guillermo
A. Sarmiento and Sergio Sarmiento (ldalia Gonzalez); his grandchildren, Sofia
A. Rodriguez, Mateo A. Sarmiento; his niece, Allyson Barth; and his nephews,
Ted Freese, Jeffrey Hale, Marshall Hale and Bryan Hale, as well as, extended
family and friends.

A Visitation will be held at Taylor & Modeen Funeral Home in Jupiter, FL on
Saturday, December 14th, from 1:30pm-4:00pm. The Funeral Service will



begin at 3:00pm and will be livestreamed for those who are unable to attend
the service. Please use the livestream link below to view the service.

https://view.oneroomstreaming.com/index.php?data=MTczNDAzODk1MzMOM
TA20CZvbmVyb29tLWFkbWIluJmNvcHIfbGluaw==

Please copy and paste the entire link into your browser 5-10 minutes before
the service is scheduled to begin as it will be active at 2:50pm.

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests considering a donation in Charlie’s
Memory to the Open Arms Foundation in South Africa (https://openarmshome.
com/donate-today/) or the Tunnel to Towers Foundation (https://dogood.t2t.or
g/give/320847/).
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Tribute Wall

Charlie was more than a step Dad he was a great friend! As my
brother said in his beautiful words, Charlie provided the calm in the
stormy waters of all our lives. Wish | had a photo of that beautiful
red Honda Prelude! Charlie trusted us when we came down from
college and wanted to go out. He lend us his beautifully taken care
of shiny car - so we could go to a Dance Club! This was a stick shift
and it was fun to drive! Just sharing a fun memory of the many
many kind and generous gestures freely given by our wonderful
calm gentleman Charles!

Sergio Sarmiento - January 14, 2025 at 10:36 AM

CHARLIE: Lo unico que puedo decirte es que ]
en mi corazén hay infinita gratitud por ese

maravilloso ser humano que fuiste con todos. .
"PARADIGMA DE NOBLEZA 'Y “
SENSIBILIDAD, LO CUAL LE PERMITIO

SER FIEL REPRESENTANTE DE UN VERDADERO PADRE" MI
RECONOCIMIENTO SERA IMPERECEDERO. Doy gracias a Dios
por el honor que me di6 el haberte conocido. Te recordaré siempre
con carifio. Descansa en Paz. .

Conchis

Aurora Sarmiento - December 20, 2024 at 09:39 PM



Mis mas sinceras condolencias para Ximena I
y toda su familia. Charlie Esta descansando

en la paz del Serior. I |

Matilde Capdevila - December 15, 2024 at 02:52 AM

Charles, gracias por toda tu generosidad, simpatia y atenciones.
Gracias por brindarnos siempre una gran sonrisa y amor. Te
recordaremos siempre confiamos en que tu alma ya esté
descansando al lado de nuestro Dios celestial. Muchas fortaleza
para todos sus familiares y amigos.

Jimena Cabrera B - December 14, 2024 at 04:03 PM

Charlie,
Siempre te recordare como el perfecto caballero, nunca olvidare los
momentos que comparti contigo y Ximena, tu amabilidad y tu

sonrisa siempre nos acompariaron. Descansa en Paz.

Sofia de Paez

sofia de Paez - December 14, 2024 at 02:06 PM



Dear Charlie,

I'll never forget your hospitality in every visit we made to Palm
Beach Gardens. There was a time when | visited with my mother,
and last time you and Ximena were able to meet my wife.

Maria Teresa and | pray for your close family and we are certain you
are resting in a better place now. A life well lived, with many people
touched by your kindness and always calm personality.

= |

Juan Sanchez - December 14, 2024 at 12:41 PM

Mis recuerdos en la vida y hogar de Charly inolvidables,
maravillosos, su sonrisa, su generosidad y su amor
inconmensurable por mi prima Ximena y sus hijos mis primos y
nietos, permaneceran grabados para siempre en mi espiritu.
Gratitud es una palabra tan pequena con relacion a todo lo que
recibimos mis hermanos, mis sobrinos, mi hijo y su esposa. Dios te
ha recibido con los brazos amorosos asi como tu solias hacer cada
vez que llegamos a tu hogar. | | @& ¢"¢ ¢’ @0

=/ N\ =\wr/

Dina Cabrera - December 14, 2024 at 11:30 AM



My Dear Charlie you are in my mind and ]
heart . You were always a gentleman. Our

few lunches with Ximenita and | in The Juno .

Beach Cafe where you loved to go almost

everyday to get your classic Lorraine

Quiche... thanks for all my special smiles and making sure | was
safe

Claudia Constanza Mantilla - December 14, 2024 at 10:46 AM

Condolences from Florette and Greg Braun. It has been so good to
have had Charlie as a friend for many years - since before he
escorted Florette 'down the aisle' at our wedding about 35 years
ago.

Greg Braun - December 13, 2024 at 09:05 AM

Charlie fue la imagen de un caballero, y en el poco tiempo que
compartimos al lado de Ximena me marco por su bondad y gentileza,
nunca olvidare su amabilidad y su sonrisa, descansa en paz

sofia de Paez - December 13, 2024 at 09:15 PM
Always a gentle soul. In his very essence, a very good man. His loss is
a loss for all. | remember fondly his love of sharing memories. Rest in

peace Charlie. My deepest condolences to Ximena and the family.

Albert Rodriguez - December 14, 2024 at 11:08 AM



