Richard A. Grimley
October 25, 1928 - November 12, 2017

Richard A. Grimley, 89, passed away peacefully in his home on Sunday, November 12, in
the warm embrace of his loving and devoted family. His beloved wife of 62 years, Joan D.
Grimley, predeceased him on December 3, 2016.
Richard was born in October of 1928 in Jersey City, NJ. As a young man, he set
extraordinarily high standards for himself, and was subsequently awarded a merit
scholarship to attend and later graduate from Newark Academy in Livingston, NJ in 1946.
Always an excellent student, he continued his studies at Hamilton College in Clinton, NY,
where he developed his life-long love of history and public speaking. He received his BA
from Hamilton in 1950.
Known by all those who knew him to be a true gentleman, his cheerful and sincere
demeanor always left behind a warm impression and a new friend. In his professional life,
he had a long and successful career in household textiles and retired as VP of Consumer
Products and Sales with Cannon Mills, Inc., New York, NY.
In his personal life, he served 12 years at Christ Church in Ridgewood, NJ in various
capacities, including vestry member, lay reader and Warden. He later became a devoted
member of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Palm Beach Gardens, FL where he served as a
lay reader.
When his children were young, he always found time to coach their sports teams, as well
as cheer them on in all their academic achievements. He was a loyal, long-time member
first of Bowling Green Golf Club in Oak Ridge, NJ, and later, The Golf Club of Jupiter in
Jupiter, FL. It was not unusual for him to shoot below his age, but he was never boastful of
the fact that often he had the lowest score at the end of any round. In addition, his hobbies
also included Duplicate Bridge, reading and crossword puzzles.
Richard, also known as “Dick, “Dad”, “Grandpa” and “Great Grandpa”, approached his life

with enthusiasm and purpose, and an innate ability to allow an individual to feel like the
most important person in the room. He is survived by Margaret G. Summers, (Phil)
Monroe, NY; Anne Bennett-Ciaglia (Vince), Tequesta, FL; David E. Grimley, (Michele),
Pennington, NJ; John A. Grimley, (Laurie), East Stroudsburg, PA, and Joyce G.
McDonnell, (Mike), of Rosemont, PA. His eleven grandchildren – Tony, Meghan, Kaitlin,
Anne, Ian, Brian, Declan, Michael, Chloe, Jordan and Leah, as well as his three greatgrandchildren, Baylee, Avery and Dylan -- shared a loving bond with him. In addition, he is
survived by his sister Marilyn Guidotti; nephew, Richard Guidotti, and niece, Elizabeth
Bowes.
In lieu of flowers, donations are welcome in Richard’s name to St. Mark’s Episcopal
Church of Palm Beach Gardens, FL, General Fund Christ Episcopal Church in
Ridgewood, NJ, Scholarship Fund.
A service is planned for Sunday, November 19 at 2 pm at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church of
Palm Beach Gardens, FL. Further details can be obtained from Taylor and Modeen
Funeral Home, Jupiter, FL, (561) 744-2030. For online condolences, please visit
www.taylorandmodeen.com

Events
NOV
19

Funeral Service

02:00PM

St. Mark's Episcopal Church
3395 Burns Road, Palm Beach Gardens, FL, US

Comments

“

Please accept my family's heartfelt condolences on the loss of your dear loved one.
May you find comfort and peace in the fond memories of them, and The Almighty
God's promise to restore those asleep in death, to perfect life on a paradise Earth, as
written in The Bible for our comfort.

Mrs.Greene - November 23, 2017 at 01:28 PM

“

Dear Margaret and Family,
I'm so sorry to hear about the loss of your father. I read his obituary and what a
wonderful tribute to a loving father, grandfather and great grandfather. You are in my
thoughts and prayers.
Love,
Phyllis Beverly

Phyllis Bevely - November 16, 2017 at 08:03 PM

“

I'm so sorry for your family's loss. May beautiful memories heal your soul. Love,
Laura Chait

Laura Chait - November 16, 2017 at 12:40 PM

“

A sympathy card was purchased for the family of Richard A. Grimley.

November 15, 2017 at 06:47 PM

“

Jimmy and I are heartbroken to hear of your Dad's (Grandpa's) passing. You are all
his and your Mom's legacy. What a beautiful family they have made. You all helped
take care of them. That is truly inspirational. Our thoughts and prayers are with all of
you at this time. May God grant you peace and comfort. With our love and
condolences, Lorraine & Jimmy Heuberger

lorraine heuberger - November 15, 2017 at 04:07 PM

“

I'm SO saddened to learn of Dick's passing, last Sunday the 12th. I definitely missed
him @Church, then! He was a gentle soul, & I will certainly miss him.

Geri Lyons, PBG - November 15, 2017 at 03:38 PM

